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The Council for Exceptional Children

Chapter 121 Board Meeting

Magda Salazar’s House

December 3, 2005

Minutes

Members present: Denise Gudwin, Lavinda Young, Miguel Perez, Barbara Gonci, Mary Ann Hester, Estelle Wild, Terri Buria, Carol Newpert, Cristy Carbajales, Barbie Vinas, and Magda Salazar.  The following members contacted Denise that they were unable to attend: Flo Taber-Brown, Vicky Brown, Delsey Yancoskie, and Diana Morales.

1. Welcome:  Denise called the meeting to order at 5:00 PM

a. Denise thanked everyone for being present, and thanked Magda for offering her house for the meeting.
2. Minutes: Denise distributed the minutes.  Estelle motioned to accept the minutes as amended. Barbara G. seconded. Motion passed unanimously.  

3. Board Reports/Committee Reports:

a. Membership: Lavinda reported that there are 4 new members (3 from FIU; one joined at the ESE Kick-off Reception).  

b. CAN Report: Mr. Martinez voted against all SPED bill.  An electronic letter/email can be generated through CEC.  Barbara will submit an article regarding the above for the next newsletter- deadline is Tuesday, December 6, 2005. The article will also be included in the FCEC/DLD newsletter.

c. Treasurer’s Report: not present.  A decision needs to be made in reference to the storage unit at the January 12 meeting.  Mary Ann Hester made a donation to CEC Chapter 121 for 2 scholarships and for stamps, or for whatever the board deems necessary, for a total of $750.00.  Denise thanked Mary Ann for her generous contribution.

d. Communications: 

i. Telephone: Denise thanked Mary Ann for calling everyone to remind them of the meeting.  Mary Ann also volunteered to make calls to members about upcoming events.

ii. Newsletter:  A newsletter will go out in the next two weeks.  Submit articles by Tuesday, December 6, 2005 to Magda at teachallchildren@aol.com and Denise at gudwindg@aol.com.
iii. Webpage: Dr. Brown planned to attend, but called.  Dr. Brown reported that to host our web page, Bellsouth changes the following rates:

1. $7.95 a month for 200 megs. 

2. Ranges from $25.95 to about $50.00 monthly. 

3. In the summer, Dr. Brown will be acquiring a server, and we could use her server for no cost, however, the www. would be vbrown/cecchapter 121.  

4. Dr. Brown wishes to continue with the commitment of the website.  

iv. Discussion followed regarding the two options and the cost of the website. Consensus was that we need to have a website, because that is a critical method of getting the message out. Terri motioned to accept the cost of the setup, domain, and a monthly cost of maintaining a website for the cost of $24.95 plus taxes.  Barbara G. seconded. Motion passed unanimously.  

4. Old Business:

a. ESE Week Connection: Denise reported that about forty-five people attended the event.  Evy’s presentation was excellent.  Denise has copies of the PowerPoint presentation for those who didn’t attend, and will bring them to the January board meeting.  A “Chapter News” article was submitted by Denise for the FCEC Newsletter.  Magda read the blurb from the FCEC newsletter.

b. CEC Kick-off Reception Recap:  Estelle reported that it seemed it was the most attended and successful event we’ve had.  She also reported that about 20 vendors were present at the event.  Denise thanked Cristy and Barbie, as new members, for assisting at both of the ESE Week events.

5. New Business: Award Reception February 23, 2005

a. Award Reception Committee Chairs:

i. Rookie Teacher of the Year Committee: Deanna/Barbara.  Terri will find out if Deanna wishes to do the Rookie TOY, if not Barbara G will receive nomination packets. 

ii. Inclusion Teacher of the Year: Denise 

iii. Administrator of the Year Committee:  Terri (Secondary) and Delsey (Elementary).  Terri will talk to Delsey to see if she wants to continue to co-chair.

iv. E.S.E. Teacher of the Year: Magda.  
v. Terri motioned that we maintain the same criteria of receiving nomination without looking at state criteria. Discussion followed.  Miguel seconded.  Barbara Gonci opposed. Motion carried. 

b. The quality of the nominating questions was discussed.  Consensus was to make some revisions of the questions.  Denise will email the current questions tonight, 12-03-05, for committee to review and revise. Revisions to be emailed to Denise by Tuesday, December 6, 2005.  Terri, Denise, Magda and Delsy will discuss and email ideas for Administrator of the Year (frequency chart).  The committee consists of a minimum of three (3) readers per award category.  

c. Recommendations were made to the former flyer, including adding, “Formerly known as the Radisson Mart.”

d. Flyer/Newsletter to be emailed by the end of next week by Denise and Magda. Delsey will be asked to email to the member distribution list.

e. Gift Certificates for the award winners to be tabled until January board meeting.

f. Plaques and Certificates:  Estelle will purchase the plaques. We will discuss who will do the certificates for the nominees at the January board meeting.

g. Decorations: Barbie and Cristy will work on table decorations with a budget of $250.00 – Estelle will acquire the balloons. Denise shared that Barbie and Cristy will be graduating in December with their Masters in Reading (congratulations!) and were former students of hers, as were Lavinda and Magda.

h. Estelle will check on the availability of the hotel and will let Denise know on Monday, Dec. 5th.

6. Other New Business:

a. Thank you letters were sent with T-shirts to Dr. Rudy Crew, Ms. Brucie Ball, and Ms. Lourdes Rovira, and Ms. Toni Dunbar.  Copies of the thank you notes were provided to Terri, as Historian.

7. Other:

a. Dr. Gudwin shared that the DLD Conference is January 28, 2006, in Orlando, at the University of Central Florida.  Barbie, Cristy, JaSheena, and Magda will be presenting, as might Lavinda.  Any others who would like to present, please let us know.

b. National CEC Conference is in April 2006. We will need a delegate to attend.

8. Meeting adjourned at 6:29 PM by Dr. Gudwin

Next meeting is January 12, 2005 at Picadilly Cafeteria.  Note: this meeting was our Nov/Dec meeting, and takes the place of the December 8th meeting originally scheduled.

Minutes respectfully submitted by Magda D. Salazar
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