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The Council for Exceptional Children

Chapter 121 Board Meeting

January 12, 2006
6:00-7:50 PM

Minutes

Members present: Denise Gudwin, Terri Buria, Lavinda Young, Barbara Gonci, Mary Ann Hester, Miguel Perez, Estelle Wild, Carol Newpert, Cristy Carbajales, Barbie Vinas, Flo Taber-Brown, and Magda Salazar.  The following members contacted Denise that they were unable to attend: Vicky Brown, Delsey Yancoskie, Diana Morales, Lourdes Camji, and Magda Salazar (though she was able to request being absent from her professor).

1. Welcome:  Denise called the meeting to order at 6:20 PM

a. Denise thanked everyone for being present and shared that the following members had contacted her that they were unable to attend: Vicky Brown (class), Delsey Yancoskie (Dr. Appt), Lourdes (Regional Center Meeting) and Diana Morales (class).
2. Minutes: Denise distributed the minutes. Denise provided the board a copy of the PowerPoint presentation by Evy Friend during the October ESE Connection for those who had not attended, as noted on the minutes.  Minutes approved as amended. 
3. Board Reports/Committee Reports:

a. Membership: Lavinda reported that a new list has not been sent to her from CEC as her membership had lapsed.  She has requested a new list.
b. CAN Report: Mr. Martinez voted against all SPED bills.  An electronic letter/email can be generated through CEC.  Barbara will submit an article regarding the above for the next newsletter. The article will also be included in the DLD newsletter as well.  She shared a draft letter.  
c. Treasurer’s Report: not present.  Deanna emailed the report to Terri but Terri was unable to open the report. Terri will email the report to Denise. 
d. Communications- Diana and Vicky both teach on Thursday and it will be hard for them to attend. 
i. Telephone: Denise thanked Mary Ann for calling everyone to remind them of the meeting.  

ii. Newsletter:  A newsletter will go out in the next two weeks.  Submit articles to Magda at teachallchildren@aol.com and Denise at gudwindg@aol.com by January 26, 2006. Articles to be submitted as follows:
1. Terri: A Did You Know  section

2. Barbara: CAN Update

3. Denise/Magda: Registration flyer

4. Cristy and Barbie: Differentiated Instruction article

5. Flo: Matrix and Transition article.  Flo will get a chart comparisons of IDEA 97 and IDEA 2004 to include in newsletter. 

6. Other things to include: HOUSSE, What’s new in SPED
7. Any other submissions to the newsletter will be greatly appreciated.
iii. Webpage: Vicky shared with Denise some domain names. Discussion followed.  The consensus for the new webpage address is cecchapter121@___________.net/com,
4. Old Business:

a. Storage Unit: Terri reported that the cost of the storage unit is $89.00 a month. The lease is out at the end of the month.  Denise had offered her Kendall office for storage at a previous meeting.  Terri will drop off the storage unit materials at Denise’s office in Kendall on Saturday. 
5. New Business:
a. Awards Reception Flyers: 
i. Denise shared that the flyers had gone out via email to all SPED supervisors in the District and Regional Office; LA/RD supervisors, all assistant principals; all program specialists; and all LD/VE teachers. A copy was provided to all board members to review.  Questions were revised, with input from the committees.  For example, pictures were not accepted before, but Deanna recommended, including 2 pictures with a brief, 75-word description of what the pictures represent, and that question was adopted for three out of the four awards. 
ii. Additional Phone Contact:

1. Regional Center I: Denise will contact Haydee Villanueva regarding contacting elementary schools to make sure they have received the flyer and encourage them to nominate someone.

2. Regional Center II: Lavinda

3. Regional Center III: Magda
4. Regional Center IV: Miguel 

5. Regional Center V: Estelle

6. Regional Center VI: Barbie and Cristy

7. All Middle Schools: Flo

8. All High Schools: Terri

iii. Additional Mailouts: 

iv. January 18, 2006: Terri will run a copy of the Awards Reception flyer for all principals and program specialists. Estelle will take them to the mail room. 

v. January 25, 2006: Denise will email the nomination forms and flyers again to all assistant principals, all program specialists, all LD teachers.
vi. February 8, 2006: Denise will email the dinner flyer to all principals.  
b. Decorations: Cristy and Barbie shared that they will have flowers and plants.  Discussion was held regarding children’s artwork decorations.  Consensus: Bookmarks for each attendee, possibly in the shape of a key.

c. Hotel: Estelle reported that she is working on the food for the dinner. Suggestions included Chicken Marsala, pasta, cheesecake, chocolate mousse.
d. Certificates/Awards/Plaques:
i. Plaques: Estelle will get the plaques.
ii. Certificates: Terri (Tom) will make the certificates.
iii. Gift Certificates: Miguel motioned that the Rookie TOY receives a membership and a $100.00 gift certificate. Flo seconded. Motion passed unanimously. Flo motioned that the remaining teacher winners are awarded a $100.00 gift certificate. 
iv. Pre-Awards Banquet Meeting: February 22, 2006 at Terri’s house. 

6. Other:
a. Meeting dates: Due to individual schedules (Diana, Vicky, and Magda teaching/attending school); the meetings will be moved to Mondays, starting at 5:30 PM, as requested by Delsey.  Denise will email the new meeting dates as well as the minutes from the meeting. Meeting dates are as follows:
i. Monday, February 6, 2006

ii. Monday, March 20, 2006

iii. Monday, April 24, 2006

7. Meeting adjourned at 7:50 PM by Dr. Gudwin

Next meeting is February 6, 2006 at Picadilly Cafeteria.  

Minutes respectfully submitted by Magda D. Salazar and Flo Taber-Brown.
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