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“Sometimes schools work – children learn, teachers teach, 
and opportunities are created. Too often, this happens in 
spite of the policy makers and master reformers and not 
because of them.  This book is the account of those in 
Atlanta who have done the hard work – teachers, parents, 
organizers.  Hearing their voices gives us insight into what 
it takes to make a difference in the lives of children.”  
 - Pedro Noguera, Professor of Sociology, Steinhardt School of Education, New York 
University  
  

"…What I liked most about this book was the toughness and honesty with which such 
sensitive issues as conflict, racism, internal inefficiencies in the schools, and the way 
struggle to keep reform efforts going are documented.  Racism, Research, and Educational 
Reform does not provide a formula or panacea, and while sharing successes, confronts 
failures as well.  It is an important work that all of us who want to fight racism and 
develop effective schools that succeed should read.” – Herbert Kohl, Director of the 
Institute for Social, Justice, and Education and Eugene Lang Professor of Education, 
Swarthmore College.  
  
Racism, Research, and Educational Reform adds to the knowledge base on educational 
reform, through individual, personal voices. Describing the complexities of multiple 
levels of engagement, it provides more accessible reading for teachers and the general 
public than most reform texts. This book also adds to the literature about multiple K-16 
partnerships; collaborations between mainstream universities and Historically Black 
Colleges and Universities (HBCU); cross-district school system collaborations; the 
impact of racism on school reform efforts; communication problems in school 
collaborations; parent and teacher struggles for equal engagement; and issues of parental 
equity in school communities of diverse ethnic families. 
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