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	Indicators met by this task assignment:

5.04 Recognizes students’ learning styles and cultural and linguistic diversity and provides for a range of activities.

5.05 Has a repertoire of teaching techniques and strategies to effectively instruct all students.

5.08 Employs techniques useful in creating a climate of openness, mutual respect, support, and inquiry



	Summary of this Task Assignment:

Observe a classroom at your school site. Notice the behaviors of students who appear to have difficulty with reading their texts. Do you see any ways in which their needs are addressed by differentiated assignments, ability grouping, or other arrangements helping them deal with the material they are assigned? Report your findings.


	Results
I observed a third-grade classroom where 50% of the students have been classified as ESL. For those students, the teacher applies different sheltering techniques such as gestures, paraphrasing, repeating key vocabulary, summarizing main points, and checking for understanding. In this way, he assists to the newcomer to make lessons and routine activities more understandable for them.

Another way to address those necessities is the small-group activities that take place frequently, creating opportunities for social interaction.

I have the opportunity to observe how Niky, a newcomer from Colombia, was included in the classroom activities during his first day at school. The teacher told him in Spanish that he was included in a home group of three students, and he introduced him to the group. They would help him during the school day, in any activity, including questions about homework. They will teach him the procedures and rules he has in the classroom (this teacher have implemented different rules to manage his classroom, such as how to turn in papers, get ready during transitions, talk during class, raise hands for different requests, etc). One important recommendation the teacher gave him was to watch him at his eyes during class, and observe his hands. After one week, I asked the student how he was doing in his classes. He said that he had many questions about language, that it was not easy to learn all that new pronunciation and vocabulary, but he expected to learn more every day. As he has demonstrated to the group that he knows math at a higher level than the rest of the class, he does not feel diminished for his low English proficiency at this time. Additionally, he reported that he had received support from many students.

	Explain how this task demonstrates your competency for each identified indicator for this Accomplished Practice:

In this practice, I observed how the teacher addressed the needs of second language learners (5.04) , and how through scaffolding and sheltering techniques, the students were integrated in the classroom activities. The teacher is applying a variety of strategies (5.05) to approach those needs, such as the  integration of small groups, and home groups. The teacher has created a secure climate where all students want to share and learn (5.08).

	

	


