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	Indicator(s) met by this task assignment:
8.02  Increases subject matter knowledge in order to integrate the learning activities.

8.03  Uses the materials and technologies of the subject field in developing learning activities for students.





	Summary of this Task Assignment:

In this task, I have a student read a few paragraphs from a content area textbook used in her class. Based on miscues alone, I found out if the textbook is at the student’s frustration level, instructional level, or independent reading level. 



	Results:

Student: Michelly 

Grade: 3rd
Text selected: “The Turtle and the Rabbit”

Miscues: 2/100 = 1 omission, 1 substitution

Reading Fluency 

Fluency rate in seconds= 55

Average reading fluency= 109 wpm

Silent Reading Comprehension: 

2 questions missing = Adequate

Oral reading accuracy = 2 = Adequate



	Explain how this task demonstrates your competency for each identified indicator for this Accomplished Practice:

I administered to the student an informal reading assessment in order to determine her performance level, and relate it with the reading level of a specific textbook (8.03). I selected the passage “The Turtle and the Rabbit,” from her reading textbook. The student read the passage in silence, and I asked 10 comprehension questions to determine the levels of silent reading comprehension.

After that, she read the passage. Although I allowed her to read the whole passage, I marked the time she made for the first group of 100 words, in order to figure out her reading fluency. See the results above.

I found the following:

The textbook is at the INSTRUCTIONAL LEVEL, that is, between frustration level reading and independent level reading because the student had 80 percent on comprehension and 98 percent accuracy as an estimate of instructional reading level.

I consider this conclusion as an estimate, because I found the following discrepancies: first, it is assumed that the student is at the third grade reading level without making a preassessment. This should be done using a STANDARD informal reading inventory. Second, a sample is not enough to apply this hypotheses in the textbook, so it would be better to select 10 students who previously had been determined they were in the third level, minimizing the statistic error. Although the procedure I used needs improvements, I found that this practice made me to think and reflect about the variables involved in determining the reading level of a specific textbook, and the level of student performance, as well as how to improve the planning and execution in this practice. In this way, I can make better approaches to assist the students to reach “The ultimate goal of reading,” that is, to construct meaning with text (8.03)



	

	

	


Rabbit Races with Turtle

Gayle Ross

It is true that Rabbit loved to brag and exaggerate about all the things he could do, but one thing that everyone agreed on was that he was a very fast runner. Turtle loved to boast too, however, and one day he told the people that he was even faster than Rabbit. Rabbit heard about Turtle’s claim, and they began to argue so fiercely that everyone agreed the only way to settle the matter was to have a race between the two. It was decided that Turtle and Rabbit would race over four mountain ridges, and the one who came * over the fourth ridge first would be the winner.

Now, no one had ever seen Turtle move at anything but the slowest of paces, so Rabbit was certain of his ability to win. So sure was he that he told Turtle, ”You know you can’t run. You could never win a race with me. I will give you the first ridge. You will have to cross only three, while I cross all four.”

Turtle agreed to Rabbit’s terms, but that night he called together all his turtle relatives. “You must help me put and end to Rabbit’s boasting,” said Turtle. He explained his plan to his family, and they all agreed to help.

When the day of the race came, all the animals gathered. Some came to the starting point to see the runners off. Others waited on the fourth ridge to declare the winner. Rabbit came to the starting point, but Turtle had gone ahead to the next ridge as Rabbit had arranged. The others could just see his shiny back through the long grass. The signal was given, and the race began!

Rabbit burst from the starting point with his long jumps, expecting to win the race before Turtle could even make it down his first ridge. Imagine his surprise when he came to the top of the ridge and saw Turtle disappearing over the top of the next mountain!

Rabbit ran even faster, and when he came to the top of the second mountain, he looked all around, expecting to see Turtle somewhere in the long grass. He looked up – and there was the sun glinting off turtle’s shell as he crossed the third ridge!

Now Rabbit was truly surprised, and he was beginning to be worried. He gave his longest jumps ever to catch up. When he reached the top of the third ridge, he was so tired and out of breath he could only fall over and cry as he watched Turtle cross the fourth mountain and win the race!

The other animals gave the race to Turtle, and everyone wondered how slow Turtle had managed to beat Rabbit. Turtle just smiled and never spoke of it, but it was really very easy.

All Turtle’s relatives look just alike, so Turtle had placed one near the top of each ridge. Whenever Rabbit had come into sight, a Turtle relative had crawled to the top of the mountain ahead of him and then hidden in the tall grass. Turtle himself had climbed the fourth ridge to cross the finish line.

So Turtle won the race with a very good trick of his own. But if he had hoped to stop Rabbit’s bragging, he was surely disappointed. No one has ever been able to do that.
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