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	Indicator(s) met by this task assignment:

2.02. Establishes positive interactions between the teacher and students that are focused upon learning.

2.03. Varies communication (both verbal and nonverbal) according to the nature and needs of individuals.

2.04. Encourages students in a positive and supportive manner.




	Summary of this Task Assignment:

Interview a classroom teacher at your school site to identify a student who is having reading difficulties. Meet with the student and do an interest/attitude interview.

	Results:

The attitude/ interest interview with Joel R. is in the appendix.



	Explain how this task demonstrates your competency for each identified indicator for this Accomplished Practice:

Joel is a second-grade student classified as learning disability who is receiving services for educational support designed to assist students within the mild range of mental retardation. He has difficulties in reading and behavioral difficulties. Joel is served in a special education self-contained classroom in grades 2 through 5. 

This practice allowed me to know one important aspect in learning development, the Affective Domain. I had the opportunity to ask him about his hobbies (he likes his snakes, see the report). After he brief me about that, he told me some of his difficulties (2.02). Joel lives with his brother in his grandmother’s house since two years ago, after his mother Patricia remarried. Patricia is hearing impaired, and she got a bachelor degree in accounting in Cuba. According to Joel, his mother sent he and his brother to his mother’s house as he and his brother “make a lot of mess” in her home. Joel’s grandmother, Claudia, is not able to provide all Joel’s needs, especially the affective ones. He reported has no help with homework, and has no bedtime. He watches TV until 1 or 2 A.M, and sometimes later. He likes video games with high doses of violence as well as wrestling fights. I inquired him about a red mark (2.03) in his right arm, and said he exhibits frequent bruises due to his wrestling games. 

He reports that he doesn’t like to read in the classroom because he is not reading what he wants to. He recognizes is not doing well in the subject and that he just cannot seem to keep up. His lack of affective support from his mother and little sleep are affecting his academic performance. Otherwise, he feels he needs to keep up in school as he recognizes that academic preparation is important to have a good job. I encourage him to read and do his assignments in a daily basis. (2.04) 



	


Interest/Attitude Interview


UPPER LEVEL FORM

	Student's Name:
	Joel R.

	Age:
	10 

	Date:
	October 13, 2004

	Examiner:
	


Introductory Statement: [Student’s name], before you read some stories for me, I would like to ask you some questions.

Home Life

1. How many people are there in your family?

-  My mother, stepfather, my brother and my grandmother.

NOTE:

He and his brother live with their grandmother. His mother took them to their grandmother’s house two years ago, after she remarried.

2. Do you have your own room or do you share a room? [Ask this only if it is apparent that the student has siblings.]

-  I share my room with my brother Joel. He is 12 years old.

3. Do your parent(s) work? What kinds of jobs do they have?

- Mi mother doesn’t work, my stepfather is a truck driver or something like that.

4. Do you have jobs around the house? What are they?

- Sometimes I clean my room. My grandma does everything.

5. What do you usually do after school?

-  I play with my friends. I like to fight wrestling.

6. Do you have a TV in your room? How much time db you spend watching TV each day? What are your favorite shows?

- I have a TV in my room. Sometimes I watch TV for 4 or 6 hours. I like wrestling fights.

7. Do you have a bedtime during the week? What time do you usually go to bed on a school night?

- I don’t have a bedtime, I go out with my friends and I go to bed around 1 or 2 A.M.

8. Do you get an allowance? How much?

- No. I don’t get any.

9. Do you belong to any clubs at school or outside school? What are they?

- No, I’m not in any club, I’d like to play baseball.

10. What are some things that you really like to do? Do you collect things, have any hobbies, or take lessons outside school?

- I have pets! My house looks like a jungle! I have two dogs, three cats, one parrot, and three snakes [sic].

School Environment

1. Do you like school? What is your favorite class? Your least favorite class?

 - I like the school, but I don’t like some teachers I have. My favorite class is math.

2. Do you have a special place to study at home?

- in the kitchen.

3. How much homework do you have on a typical school night? Does anyone help you with your homework? Who?

- not to much, maybe because sometimes I don’t do it. I have nobody to help me with my homework.

4. Do you consider yourself a good reader or a not –so- good reader? 

[If a good reader, ask:] What has helped you most to become a good reader? [If a not-so-good reader, ask:] What causes someone to be a not-so-good reader?

- I am not so good reader. I have problems with long sentences.

5. If I gave you the choice of selecting a book about any topic, what would you choose to read about?’.

- I’ll choose about my favorite hobbies: snakes.

6. What is one thing you can think of that would help you become a better reader? Is there anything else?

- I need to interpret [sic] more text, sometimes I don’t understand what the author means. I need a tutor, but I don’t have any at home.

7. Do you like to write? What kind of writing assignments do you like best?

- I don’t like to write, I’m not good at.

8. If you went to a new school, what is one thing that you would want the teachers to know about you as a student?

-  What I am interested in, I mean, my hobbies, and my family

9. If you were helping someone learn to read, what would be the most important thing you could do to help that person?

- How to read long sentences and have a big vocabulary

