ASSIGNMENT
Demographic 

Research

PONCE DE LEON MIDDLE SCHOOL
Rafael Mendiola

EEX 4264-5

Sylvia Medina Klein

Miami Dade College


School of Education 

PONCE DE LEON MIDDLE SCHOOL 

Demographic Research

General Information

	Principal: 
	Jo Anne D. Gans

	Location Number: 
	6741

	Grade Organization: 
	6 – 8

	ACCESS Center: 
	4

	School Board Voting District: 
	6, Mr. Agustin Barrera

	Address:
	5801 Augusto St., Coral Gables Fl 33146

	Phone, Fax: 
	(305) 661-1611, (305) 666-3140


School Characteristics, 2003-2004
Ponce de Leon Middle School has been established since 1921. Its Program Capacity was designed to service 1399 students. However, this school is serving to 1529 pupils, which represents a utilization of 109%. This problem has been partially covered with eleven portable classrooms. The staff is composed as follows: the principal with two assistants, fifty three classroom teachers, twenty one exceptional student teachers, five guidance counselors, one librarian, four teacher aides, seven clerical/secretaries, and eleven custodians/service workers. In total, it has 108 persons in full-time and 21 in part-time. 

28% of the classroom teachers are White Non-Hispanic, 23% Black Non-Hispanic, and 43% Hispanic. In the Exceptional Student Teacher area, the proportion is similar, with 29%, 5%, and 67%, respectively. On the other hand, there is a predominance of female teachers: there is a relation of 68/32 in regular classrooms and 76/24 in the area of exceptional student teachers.  

The ration pupil/teacher in the Regular Program is 21:1. The Instructional Staff’s level of education is as follows: 21 have a Masters Degree (26%) and 5 posses a Specialist Degree (6%). The instructional staff has been teaching and average of 6 years. The teachers’ salary ranges from $26,500 to $42,000 and over, with an average of $38,794. 18.8% of teachers are new to this school this year.

The Educational Excellence Council Chair 2003-04 is Maida Court and the Teacher of the Year in the same period was Jodi Weinstein. The Instructional Staff Attendance for the period 2002-03 was 95.1%

Student and Educational Program Information
The student population from 6th to 8th grade for the period 2003-04 is as follows: 1529 pupils in total, the Hispanic students compose the majority with 71%, followed by 18% of Black Non-Hispanic, 10% of White Non-Hispanic, and 1% of Asian/Indian Multiracial.  

The average class size is 29.9, with a Dropout rate of 3.1% and 8.8% of the students not promoted. The mobility Index for the period 2003-2004 is 26.

The school has the following services and technology: Transportation for 889 students, Instructional Microcomputers available for the year 2003-04: 427, and a library with 10,941 usable books. The student attendance for the year 2002-03 was 93.84%.

The following programs are available in the area of Exceptional Student Education: Educable Mentally Handicapped 2 (0.1%), Physically Impaired 6 (1%), Speech Impaired 2 (0.1%), Hearing Impaired 2 (0.1%), Emotionally Handicapped 35 (2.3%), Specific Learning Disability 146 (7.7%), Profoundly Mentally Handicapped 21 (1.2%), and Gifted 244 (16.2%). In total, the school attends 458 students with exceptionalities (27.8%).

Additionally, 85.3% of the students at this school are enrolled in the Bilingual Program: 170 students were ESOL in the period 2003-4, 202 Spanish SL, and 181 Spanish FL. For the same period,11.1% of its pupils were classified as Limited English Proficiency students. On the other hand, 69.1% of the students were included in the Free/Reduced Lunch program. 

Moreover, these figures include 401 Referrals to Dropout Prevention Programs, 395 Students with Indoor Suspensions, and 208 Students with outdoor suspensions.

Finally, the Total Full-Time Equivalent Students and Average Cost for the period 2002-03 is as follows: Basic Education 821(56%) with an average cost of $3,784; 447 Exceptional Students (30%) for a cost of $7,706, and 153 ESOL (10%) for $6,575. The total of expenditures was $ 7,618,448.

Data Analysis
We can derive the following conclusions from this data. First, Ponce de Leon Middle School has a population predominantly Hispanic with a low Socio-Economic Status (SES), as we can see from these figures: 71% of students are Hispanics, and almost 70% of the students receive assistance through the Free/Reduced Lunch program. 

On the other hand, it has a significative population of exceptional students, made up 27.8%. Both groups, gifted and specific learning exceptionalities represent more than 80%. 

Additionally, the students included in the Bilingual Program Enrollment (ESOL) are represented by 30%.This issue implies a requirement of bilingual personal: 52% of the teachers, staff, and administration are Hispanic. The average class size is 27.8, versus 25 (from the four subjects: Mathematics, Language Arts, Science, and Social Studies) in the state. 

The poverty level, tied to disabilities produces an adverse future for those exceptional students. 

How these data will Impact my future teaching

The facts exhibited by Ponce de Leon Middle School will impact my preparation as a future teacher of exceptional students. The combination of poverty, exceptionality, and bilingualism represent a challenge as only proficient teachers can manage them successfully.

This challenge is for me a call to become a skillful educator, increase my observational skills in my field experience, get advise from experienced teachers, and encourage my desire to help students meet their fullest potential. 

According to statistics, thirty-seven of Hispanics do not finish high school, compared to 15 percent of the national average. I am confident in change the future of some of them.
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