PRESENTATION
Reading Strategy: 

Story Map

Rafael Mendiola

RED 4348

Prof. Dr. Uwan Bae

Miami Dade College


School of Education 

Story Mapping

Story Maps are graphic organizers of a story that helps students to recognize the basic pieces of a narrative text.

Some of the many elements of a story include 

1. The important characters (their appearance, personality traits, and motivations) 
2. The setting of the story (time and place) 
3. The problem faced by the characters 
4. How the problem is approached 
5. The outcome.
Benefits

The story map is a highly effective, practical way to help students organize story content into a coherent whole.

It is an effective strategy for exceptional and low achieving students (it improves comprehension of materials that are above their instructional levels).

Teachers become more involved in thinking about the structure of the story they are to teach and how each part of the story relates to the others.

This concrete representations aid students in visualizing the story.

Students can more easily see how the story pieces mesh, knowledge they continually apply when they predict what might happen next in one story after another.

It enables students to store information in their personal schema more efficiently and facilitates the recall of story elements more completely and accurately.
Description

Story mapping is a visual representation of the logical sequence of events in a narrative text.

The elements of setting, problem, goal, events, and resolution are recorded visually on a sheet of paper.

Text

Any narrative text with a fairly coherent story line

Predominant Focus of Instruction

1. Processing focus: meaning 

2. Instructional phase: during or after reading

3. Response mode emphasized: written

4. Strategy emphasized: monitoring and elaboration

5. Skill emphasized: literal comprehension

6. Source of information: text-based

7. Type of instruction: explicit

8. Type of cognitive processing: successive, but has a visual arrangement (simultaneous)

Procedure

1. The teacher selects a narrative passage 

2. The teacher prepares questions to lead students through the story map

3. The teacher discusses the organization of a story by explaining that every story has a beginning, middle, and an end.

4. The teacher explains the visual story map (see the figure) and relates it to story organization.

a. The beginning tells the place and who the characters are

b. During the middle of the story, the central character has a problem and makes a plan to solve it. Certain events in the story lead to solving the problem

c. The end of the story tells how the character(s) solved the problem

5. The students read the story

6. The teacher and the students fill out the map together. The teacher uses the prepared questions to guide the completion of the map

7. The teacher and the students compare this story with other stories they have read

Further Applications

Basic view of reading

Reading is an interactive process in which the reader’s understanding of the elements of a story affects interpretation of the story

Patterns of strengths and strategies

Story mapping is most appropriate for the learner who profits from a visual representation of story organization in order to develop adequate comprehension. Often the abundance of facts overwhelms the young reader, who needs a simple structure such as a story map to apply to stories to help him organize and remember events.

Learner Patterns that produce increased Engagement

1. For a simultaneous learner who has difficulty organizing sequential events of the story and remembering factual detail, the story map uses his visual strengths to develop the text-based skill of story development.

2. For the passive learner who has difficulty retelling the story and often leaves out key events or characters in the retelling, the story map gives a structure to the retelling and reasoning for the facts to be remembered.

3. For the fact-bound learner who lacks a cohesive sense of story, the map provides him with an overall view of the story.
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