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Description

This strategy is a version of a word map, a different method to graphically illustrate how to associate different words with each other to build a concept in a meaningful manner.

Related concepts are arranged around this concept to show relationships between what the student already knows and the new concept.

1. Procedure
2. The teacher chooses a concept that is a key element of what is to be read.

3. She places the word in the middle of a blank page or chalkboard. 

4. The students and the teacher brainstorm what is already known about this con​cept and place the information in conceptual relationships, making a visual ar​ray of the relationships.

5. The teacher adds each new concept or word that describes the central con​cept to the web by drawing lines that indicate their relation​ships. 

6. The students read the story.

7. The students and the teacher add additional story information to the web. The students and the teacher discuss new understandings to known concepts and new relationships that were gained by reading.
Benefits

Basic View of Reading Reading is an interactive process in which readers use their background knowledge to create web relationships between word knowl​edge (verbal labels) and world knowledge (concepts).

Patterns of Strengths and Strategies Webbing encourages the student to use his experiential knowledge to expand his definitional knowledge; therefore, it is most appropriate for the student who tends to think visually about the relation​ship of information without describing these relationships in words. This strategy facilitates learning for this student because it begins by showing the visual rela​tionships and then uses words to explain that relationship.

Predominant Focus of Instruction

1. Processing focus: meaning 

2. Instructional phase: before or after reading

3. Response mode emphasized: oral discussion and written responses

4. Strategy emphasized: elaboration

5. Skill emphasized: nonliteral comprehension

6. Source of information: reader-based

7. Type of instruction: explicit

8. Type of cognitive processing: simultaneous
Additional Recommendations

As is alwasys good practice allow the students to work in small groups.

Select several key words from a secondary story, write them on the chart paper or overhead, and then read a second short story aloud.

Working in groups with a large sheet of chart paper on hadnd, students create their own maps showing the relationship between the words and ideas in the story.

Application in the classroom 

This strategy has been applied in the lesson plan “What are Volcanoes?”

Lesson Plan is attached.

Summary

Grade: 4th (inclusion, ESOL and LD students)

1. Objectives:

2. Given an individual Word Webbing handout, students will discuss the vocabulary in the expository reading “The Nature of Volcanoes,” and fill out the worksheet.

3. Students will demonstrate knowledge by writing three paragraphs about each vocabulary word.
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