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Problem:
You find that your ESOL fails to understand the meanings of following statements used in his science and math texts:

1. “Growing a new plant from a part of another plant is called vegetative propagation.”

2. “The process of growing a new plant from a part of another is known as vegetative propagation.”

3. “When a new plant is grown from a part of another plant, the process is vegetative propagation.”

Type of language error:  Syntax error

Syntax are the rules of grammar that define the formal structure of a language, that is, the rules of grammar which govern the way words are combined to form sentences and other phrases in a language.

In this case, the student is challenged with complex sentences, which involves independent sentences (stand alone as a complete sentence), and dependent sentences (cannot stand alone as a complete sentence).

The first two sentences follow the syntax rules, but the last one does not. 

The sentence “when a new plan is grown from a part of another plant,” it does not follow the mentioned rules of syntax with the next sentence “ the process is vegetative propagation.” This produces confusion in the ESL student, as this change creates a different meaning.

